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Parkersburg played a
small role as a part of the
Underground Railroad. 

A historical marker in
Parkersburg on 2nd St.
commemorates the
bravery of a formerly
enslaved woman named
Jane as she escaped to
freedom in 1843.  

The city of Parkersburg was
established as a town in 1811
and was established as a city
in 1863 (Greater Parkersburg,
n.d. ). Parkersburg is the
Wood County seat (Greater
Parkersburg, n.d. ). 

View more information about the city here:
 https://www.greaterparkersburg.com/area-maps/parkersburg/



ECONOMIC HISTORY
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Parkersburg has long been home to various
plastic and polymer manufacturers. Additionally,
the city of Parkersburg is located near the Ohio
River, U.S. Route 50 and Interstate 77, making
the city an optimal location for oil and natural

gas production and transportation(City of
Parkersburg, n.d.). 



The Parkersburg 2030 Comprehensive Plan says

that future economic development will come
from local reinvestment and development.



Read the Comprehensive Plan here:

http://parkersburgcity.com/pc/wp-
content/uploads/2021/01/2030-Comprehensive-Master-Plan.pdf
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Parkersburg operates under the Mayor-Council form of
government, where the mayor holds veto-power over

the city council.
 

The mayor and city council members are elected by
the citizens of Parkersburg. 



The city council makes legislative decisions, like
reviewing and passing ordinances and rules. 



The mayor oversees the administration and
enforcement of city ordinances and rules. 
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CITIZENS

In 2021, the United
States Census
Bureau reported
that Parkersburg
has approximately
29,403 residents.

White
96.5%

Black or African American
2.4%
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The median household income is
~$38,960 and around 63.9% of residents

own their own home (United States
Census Bureau, 2021)

In the most recent local election,
approximately 23,109 Parkersburg
residents were registered to vote.

About 42.43% of those registered voters
cast a ballot on at least one election or

issue in November of 2022 (Wood County
Courthouse, 2022). 




Find out how to register to vote here:
https://ovr.sos.wv.gov/Register/Landing






CITY ATTRACTIONS
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The Julia Ann Historic District 
https://www.greaterparkersburg.c
om/directory/julia-ann-square-
historic-association/

The Parkersburg Art Center
https://www.greaterparkersburg.c
om/directory/parkersburg-art-
center/

The Smoot Theatre
https://www.greaterparkersbur
g.com/directory/smoot-theatre/

Parkersburg has a variety of local
attractions including:
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Find more information about local attractions here:
https://www.greaterparkersburg.com/what-to-do/



LOCAL INFULENCES
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Parkersburg is home to
Mountain State College and a
regional campus of West Virginia
University 
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Parkersburg has several community
programs, including the Boys and Girls Club of
Parkersburg and the Parkersburg Art Center

Contact: 
Parkersburg Boys and Girls Club:
https://bgcparkersburg.org/s/contact-us

Parkersburg Art Center:
 info@parkersburgartcenter.org

 Camden Clark Medical Center
Encompass Health Rehabilitation
Hospital of Parkersburg

Parkersburg has several hospitals and
medical centers: 

mailto:info@parkersburgartcenter.org
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Hazardous Waste: Parkersburg has more hazardous waste than most other West Virginia
cities. 

Superfund: There are more Superfund sites in and around Parkersburg than a majority of
other West Virginia cities. Superfunds are abandoned hazardous waste facilities that the
government has marked for clean-up.

Air Pollution: Parkersburg also has higher levels of  air pollutants that are known to cause
health problems than a majority of other West Virginia cities., including ozone and
Particulate Matter 2.5 

The United States Environmental Protection Agency reports that the city of Parkersburg has
these environmental issues:

 

What is Environmental Justice?
"Environmental justice is based on the reality that certain groups in society bear

unequal environmental and economic burdens like poor air and water quality, as well
as unhealthy living conditions resulting from industrial, municipal, and commercial

operations and/or federal, state, and local laws, regulations, and policies [...]
Environmental justice is made possible when all communities have access to

information and decision-makers that enable them to take action and create positive
change for themselves" (Detroiters Working for Environmental Justice, n.d.). 



Watch this video to learn more.




What environmental issues does my community have?
The state environmental data shown above gives a good picture of the environmental

issues of the larger area, but communities within the same area can have very different
living conditions. 



The information and map on the next page show areas of concern within the
community and the specific environmental justice burdens those areas face. 




https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dREtXUij6_c&ab_channel=Grist
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Heart Disease
Asthma

Area One




Heart Disease
Asthma
Low Life Expectancy
Lead Paint

Area Two

Heart Disease
Asthma
Low Life Expectancy
Lead Paint
Flood Risk

Area Four




Diabetes
Heart Disease
Wastewater Discharge
Flood Risk

Area Three

Learn how to find more information
about your community here

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE CONCERNS

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/52d06637e4b03daab13b67f6/t/63ef9051ee7e0b357af66fb4/1676644435087/Environmental+Justice+Mapping+Guide.pdf


COMMUNITY VISION
Community members in Parkersburg have shared with Fair

Shake ELS that they are most interested in increasing the beauty
and quality of their spaces. Parkersburg citizens want to know

more about how public art and increased green space can
benefit their community.

 
Citizens are also concerned about food deserts and drug

addiction within their communities. 
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COMMUNITY AMBASSADORS

Fair Shake Environmental Legal
Services is developing a Community

Ambassador program to train citizens
to become local leaders and engage

their community.



Reach out to:
 sreed@fairshake-els.org  

234-255-0691 
to learn more

Do you want to learn about how to get involved
in your community and make positive change?

https://www.fairshake-els.org/ambassador-community


Black and White Market Street Photo:
https://parkersburgcity.com/pc/about/history/#:~:text=The%20
town%20area%20was%20laid,as%20a%20city%20in%201860.



Historical Marker Sign Photo: 

https://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=73565



Downtown Aerial Photo:
https://parkersburgcity.com/pc/about/welcome-to-

parkersburg/



Julia-Anne Street Bridge Photo: 
https://parkersburgcity.com/pc/about/history/#:~:text=The%20
town%20area%20was%20laid,as%20a%20city%20in%201860



Julia Anne Historic District House Photo:

https://www.greaterparkersburg.com/directory/julia-ann-
square-historic-association/



Parkersburg Art Center Photo:

https://www.greaterparkersburg.com/directory/parkersburg-
art-center/



Smoot Theatre Photo:

https://www.greaterparkersburg.com/directory/smoot-theatre/
.
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